
Reading Group Guide for The Gift by Richard Paul Evans  

When Nathan Hurst, a lonely security expert, finds himself snowed in at an airport on his way 
home to Utah, he meets a single mother named Addison, also Utah bound, and her two 
children, Elizabeth and Collin. Realizing that they have no place to stay, Nathan invites them 
to share his hotel suite. Although hesitant at first, Addison soon agrees, telling Nathan that 
her nine-year-old son, Collin, a cancer-stricken boy, had told her that he was a ³good man.² 
Curious as to why a mother would turn to her child for advice, Nathan becomes even more 
intrigued when, after Collin touches him, he finds himself cured of both his bronchitis and his 
Tourette¹s syndrome.  

What begins as a physical healing turns into spiritual one as Nathan and Addison fall in love 
while trying to protect Collin from a world that wants his healing, regardless of the sickness it 
causes him. Through Addison¹s love, Nathan is finally able to make peace with his painful 
past, and together their lives are renewed. The Gift tells a tale of great awakenings and shows 
how all of us, not only a special little boy, have the power to heal the ones we love.  

1. At the beginning of the book, there¹s an author¹s note, letting the reader know that he, like 
the protagonist has Tourette¹s. Why do you think the author does this and what, if any, effect 
does it have on your reading of the story? As Nathan is cured of Tourette¹s early in the novel, 
why do you think Nathan himself finds it so important to tell us at the beginning that he 
suffers from Tourette¹s?  

2. Nathan is haunted by his childhood. In what ways does his past affect his present life? For 
example, what effect does it have on his choice of profession or on his relationships with 
women and why? Are there any other characters in the novel haunted by their past and, if so, 
who and how?  

3. Nathan writes about how he¹s always been able to attract relationships but that they never 
seem to last. To what do you attribute this? He also says that Addison has a ³maternal 
quality² and that in the past he has tended to attract the opposite type. In your opinion, why 
is it that this time Nathan has attracted a ³maternal² woman like Addison?  

4. Nathan writes about his very dysfunctional family, while Addison portrays her family 
relationships as filled with love. What do you think brings these two characters together? What 
do they have to teach each other? And what do they have to learn from each other?  

5. Stealing and giving are both major themes in The Gift. What are some of the different types 
of stealing portrayed in the novel? What are some of the different gifts or ways of giving? 
Discuss the relationship between stealing and giving as developed in the story.  

6. The healing power of love is one of the strongest themes in the novel. That power is stated 
in the quote: ³There¹s no hurt so great that love can¹t heal it.² What is ³love² in the world of 
The Gift? How does love heal Addison, Nathan, Collin, and Miche? Is there anyone in the story 
who can¹t be healed by love? Did you find reading the novel in itself healing? If yes, how?  

7. Although Collin is able to restore to life people who have died, when he does so it makes 
him sick. If healing is a gift, why should it hurt the giver? Why shouldn¹t ³giving² which seems 
like a good thing, make the giver stronger and not weaker? Why might the author have 
created Collin this way? What might Evans be trying to say about the relationship between 
healing and sacrifice? Are there other examples in the novel where healing and sacrifice go 
hand in hand? Explain.  

8. In The Gift, the morality of whether or not someone should heal another person or bring 
them back from the dead is examined. Pastor Tim makes reference to the fact that some 
people may see what Collin is doing as the devil¹s work. Do you think Collin is interfering with 
someone¹s fate or God¹s plan? If so, why or why not? Are Collin and Addison playing God by 
deciding who should be healed? To what do you think the gift in the title is referring?  

9. The story also raises an interesting ethical question. Addison believes that Collin shouldn¹t 
save ³bad² people or save people for profit, as her husband Steve believes. What do you think 
about Addison and/or Collin¹s decision to heal some people but not others? What makes 



Collin¹s healing different from a doctor's work? Would you let yourself be ³miraculously² 
brought back from death if you could? Why or why not?  

10. One of the most interesting things about Collin is that he can¹t heal himself. Why would 
the author, or God, make this so? Does anyone in the story heal him- or herself? If so, who, 
and how? If not, why not?  

11. There are many ironies in The Gift. For instance, it¹s through sickness and Collin¹s 
suffering that Addison and Nathan are brought together in love. What other ironies can you 
detect? Why might the author choose to use irony in The Gift? What effect does it have on the 
story and on you, the reader?  

12. Nathan writes, ³Collin became the canvas on which we painted our souls: in brilliance or 
darkness. . .² Explain what this means within the context of the novel.  

13. Death and rebirth are part of the world of The Gift. Discuss how this is played out in the 
lives of the different characters. How, if at all, has your perception of death changed after 
reading the book and why?  

14. The nature of children, childhood, and mothering are all explored in The Gift. Why might 
the author choose to give so much attention to these subjects? How is each of these related to 
the main theme of healing?  

15. Nathan says that he believed that Collin ³changed our world.² How did Collin change their 
world? How did Collin give Nathan back his soul?  

16. The last words we hear from Collin are to his sister Elizabeth in her dream. He says, 
³Don¹t cry so much. In the end, love wins.² If love wins, what does it win out over?  

17. Nathan writes at the beginning that his story is not a Christmas story, but in the end, he 
thinks perhaps that it is. Is it the story that has changed or is it the narrator? How, if at all, 
did Nathan change over the course of the story? Discuss why The Gift might be considered a 
Christian allegory.  

SUGGESTIONS TO ENHANCE YOUR BOOK CLUB  

1. For further information on Paul Richard Evans and a look at his many bestselling books, 
visit his Web site at: www.richardpaulevans.com.  

2. Your group might want to make a study, comparing different visions of life after death. The 
following books could help you begin:  

On Life After Death and Tunnel and the Light: Essential Insights on Living and Dying, both by 
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, M.D.  

Secrets & Mysteries of the World by Sylvia Browne  

The Teachings of Don Juan by Carlos Castaneda  

3. Learn more about Tourette's syndrome at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourette_syndrome  

 
 
 
 


